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DELIVERING FOR THE NORTHERN TERRITORY (NT)
Our vision is to transform northern Australia through financing infrastructure.

The Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility (NAIF) is a Commonwealth Government $5 billion lending
facility to finance projects via the governments of Queensland, the Northern Territory and Western

Australia to achieve growth in the economies and populations of northern Australia and encourage and
complement private sector investment in northern Australia.

Investments can be used for
the development of new
infrastructure or materially
enhancing existing
infrastructure
NAIF can lend up to 100% of
the debt, providing there is
appropriate risk sharing
Projects must have public
benefit and have an
Indigenous Engagement
Strategy
Loans can be on concessional
terms (relative to what a
private sector financier can
deliver)
NAIF has a higher tolerance
for the unique risks of
investing in northern Australia
including but not limited to,
distance, remoteness and
climate
Investment decisions are
made by an independent
Board who are supported by
an experienced team of
infrastructure financiers

NAIF’s projects in the NT are:

www.naif.gov.au

NAIF’s focus on benefit and growth, and encouraging private sector and Indigenous
involvement in northern Australia are key differentiators from other lenders

ABOUT NAIF

Over 1100 construction jobs and more than 1000 operational and ongoing jobs will  be created or supported across these
four projects.

There is a strong pipeline of potential project investments in the NT including in the education, transport and resources sectors. 
Examples include Charles Darwin University and the Darwin Ship Lift and Marine Industry Project.
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Jobs

Economic Impact and Public Benefit
HDB’s expansion will help grow the NT aquaculture sector, through supply of fishlings and future multi-user processing
capabilities.
The Connellan Airport, operated by Voyages is a key economic enabler for the Yulara region, particularly tourism to the
world heritage Uluru and Kata Tjuta National Park. The investment will support continued access of emergency services
for remote communities in the region.
NTA’s infrastructure upgrades will increase capacity to attract bigger planes to carry more tourists and export  distinctive
products such as mud crabs, barramundi, mangoes and melons to Asia.

Indigenous Engagement Strategies
HDB establishing partnerships with Indigenous communities, recruiting Indigenous employees and engaging suppliers who
demonstrate commitment to Indigenous employment, training and ‘Healthy Community' Initiatives.
Voyages has a target of 3% to 5% of goods and materials sourced from companies that are 50% or more Indigenous
owned for the project. Construction employment targets are for Indigenous people to be greater than 10% of the workforce.
NTA has a 10% Indigenous employment target for its permanent workforce.

NAIF’s Value
NAIF finance allowed HDB to fast track this investment. 
Similarly, for NTA, NAIF’s ability to provide a long term concessional facility, allowed the proponent to accelerate and
commit to the project.  
For Voyages, NAIF’s ability to take a long term view in structuring its repayment profile allows Voyages to use its short to
medium term cash flow on other high-value projects that support Voyages’ social purpose of creating opportunities for
Indigenous Australians through cultural tourism. This is because commercial lenders could not offer the NAIF’s loan tenor
to match on term asset life of the airport (20 years).

NAIF has committed $345m in Investment Decisions and Conditional Approvals for
infrastructure projects in the NT (as of 31 October  2019). 


